144    CHARACTER AND OPINION

and orf science. In a word, he is a cell in that
teeming democratic body ; he draws from
its warm, contagious activities the sanctions
of his own life and, less consciously, the spirit
of his philosophy.

It is evident that such minds will have
but a loose hold on tradition, even on the
genteel tradition in American philosophy.
Not that in general they oppose or dislike it;
their alienation from it is more radical; they
forget it. Religion was the backbone of that
tradition, and towards religion, in so far as
it is a private sentiment or presumption,
they feel a tender respect; but in so far as
religion is a political institution, seeking to
coerce the mind and the conscience, one
would think they had never heard of it.
They feel it is as much every one's right to
choose and cherish a religion as to choose and
cherish a wife, without having his choice
rudely commented upon in public. Hitherto
America has been the land of universal good-
will, confidence in life, inexperience of poisons.
Until yesterday it believed itself immune
from the hereditary plagues of mankind. It
could not credit the danger of being suffocated
or infected by any sinister principle. The